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‘Honorable Geo. H, Gheppard
Comptroller of Public Lcoount-
Anstin, Texas

:Dear 1 8heppardg

r the aid to _the Needy
blic Yelfare by  Senate
The pert_immt proﬂ.s-

ions of Senata\Bi lo. 332 aYe as follots;

*For the Years

Beginning _ Ending
September 1, Angust a1,
1043 - 1945
261, § KOl ceticesanssnacsd 2,100,00 2,100.00
252; Fi' - 'Orker.........,..... 2'100.00 231005007
253- field.'Orker...--....o.s;-. 2,193100 2,100.00
264, Field VorKer..cceeeeevronase 8,160.00 ' 2,100 .00

Iotal Salarieﬁg......o...-.¢ 3:400 00. ¢~_8!406000

naintenance and uisoellaneous

&

285, Examining fees, medioal
services, and contin-

Eeut expense..o........;.$ 5}090100& ‘t. 55@00.00

&‘..‘
“flchTloN IBETO BE CONBTRUED AS A DEPARTMENTAL ORINION UHLESS APPROVED BAY THE ATTORMEY GENERAL CA FIRST ABRISTANT
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256, Travel BXPEnSe.....ccseceeeescecesesd 1,000.00

1,000,00

257; Poa“ge;cooaotcloocnccoacvaoo-aaeoao 1’000.00 1,000.00
253,.1'01_3}!110!36 and. Telegraph.........-o'.. 500000 500-00
259, Stationery and Printed Forms.,..c.se¢ 500 .00 8§00 .00
260 . Hental of Equipﬁent.u.............. 750.00 750.00
261, Office Supplies and Maintenance,..., 1,000.00 1,000.00
282, contingent BXpen8O8 . .usectscssascsccsn 600.00 800 .00

Total, Maintenance and Miscellan-

eou..c.....c.lc..c..ol...‘i.!.l.bt 10’250000 ‘10’250.00

Totals, Division of Aid to Xeedy

Blind mmStr“u'eﬂ S84 0s0avs0azn .* 18’650 .00 *18 :650 .00

Blind Agsistance Division
(Out of state Department of Pudblic
Welfrare Fund--«Blind lasistanee
FUBd). '

®4A11 income allocated or transferred to the Blind

Lssisttnce Fund to the extent of Seven Hundred Thousand

($700,000 ,00) Dollars per year ié hereby appropriated for
each of the fiscal years ending August 31, 1944, and August
81, 1945, to the State Department of Public Welfare for pay-
ments and for administering assistance to the needy dlindg

. provided, however, that if any money has been appropriated
for the fiscal years as set out-abovd and for. the purposes
as set out above, this appr0priation shall not be in addi-
tion thereto and shall be of no force or effect save and
except a8 to that portion of this appropriation as may he
necessary together wiih any other appropriation already made
to make a total appropriation of Geven Hundred Thousand

($700,000.00) Dellars per fiscal year for this purpese.

All

negessary costs and expenses incident to the proper and eco-
noxdo administration of assistance to the needy blind, as
provided in S. B. ¥o, 98, Acts of the 48th Legislature, Reg-
ular Session, and any amendments thereto, shall not exceed
the sum of Twenty-five Thousand ($25,000,00) Dellars for
each fiscal year. In the event such sums hereby appropriat-
ed for administering aid to the neéedy blind are insuffiocient
to pay all necesgsary adwministrative costs ineluding the cost
of medical examinations of Ophthalmologists or physicians
skilled in treatment of diseases of the eye as required by
law for all applicants for blind assistance, then fn that
event there may be expended out of this appropriation what-
ever sum that is necessary to pay for such medical examina-~
tiens. In addition to this appropriation out of State funds
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for administrative expenses for the biennium, the State
Department of Public Welfare is authorized to accept from
the Federal Social Security Board any funds that may be
allocated to said Btate Department of Publio Welfare for
administering sssistance to the needy blind, and said
State Department can use such federal sums allcoated for
admini strative expense in addition to the funds apprepriat-
ed for this purpose out of State fundsj and provided that
this appropristion shall be in effect during the hienmnium
ending August 31, 1048." -

Your questions ares

1. Is the $8,380,00 difference between the
 $18,650 .00 itemized appropriation and the $25,000.00 maxi-

330 -

sum provided in the rider for administrative expenses avail-

able for the payment of additional salaries and additional
maintenance and wisoellaneous expenses?

" 2, In the event the $8,350.00 1is available for
additional salaries and additional maintenanee and migsel-

laneous expenses, is there an additional appropriation for
the payment of costs of medical exawinations of ophthalmelo-

gistes or physicians skilled in treatment of diseases of the

eye, _Gtc o7

It 15 to be noted that the rider appropristes all
income of the blind assistance fund to the extent of
$700,090.,00 per fiscal year *for paymént and for administer-
ing assistance to the needy blind ,* It is o be noted that
the rider further expressly provides that the necessary
" costs and expenses incident to the proper and economie ad-
ministration of agsistance to the needy blind shall not ex-
ceed the sum of $28,000,00 for each fiscal year. The effect
of these provisions {s to appropriate not to exceed
$25,000 ,00 for each fiseal year for all necessary adminis-

trative expense. $18,850,00 of this amount has been express--
1y itemized. FShe balance of $4,380,00 per year, appropriated

by the rider, is available for %all necessary costs and ex-
penses incident to the proper and economic administration of
assistance to the needy blind?, hence 1t may de used to pay

additional salaries and additional maintenance and miscellan-

eous expenses incurred for such purposes, inolwding the cost
of medical examinations of ophthalmologistd or physicians
skilled in diseases of the eye, as required by law for all
applicants for blind essistance.
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Thers 1s an additional appropriation svail-
able-for the payment of costs of medical exawinations
_ by ophthelmologlsts or physicians skilled in treatment
of diseases of the eye. Item 288 above listed 1is, of
course, avallables for such purpose. As stated above,
the $8,350.00 is likewise avallable for the payment of
such costs. In addition to these items, the rider ex-
ressly provides that thers may be expended out of the
0,000.00 appropriation vhatever sum may be neces-
to pay such medical examinations, if the $5,000,00
iten and the $6,250.00 item should be insufficient to
pay for the cast of such examinations.
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We trust that the foregoing sufficiently
answers your questions.

very truly yours

A e
OVED OCT 26, 194y ,7TORARY GENERAL OF TEXAS

FIBBT ASSISY By o
oF AND

GENERAL R. ¥, Falrehild
Assistant
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